
Over the last three years, BEST has
given out nearly £30,000 to local
businesses in the Community at Heart
area. The Grants for Business small
grants pilot scheme has proved so
successful and popular that BEST has
recently been awarded a further
£30,000 to continue the scheme
through to 2006.

The grant scheme is open to existing
businesses based in the Lawrence Hill,
Barton Hill, Redfield and Dings areas.
It is also open to residents living in
those areas who are looking to start
their own businesses. BEST has helped
around 40 local businesses to access
the grant, including helping 15 local
residents to get started in their own
business.

Grants can be used for any aspect of
business improvements, whether it be
money towards a new shop front,

specific pieces of equipment necessary
for the running of a business or even
money towards training and
development of business owners or
members of staff.

Equally, the grant is open to anyone
within the qualifying area, whether the
business is turning over £10,000 a year
or £10,000,000!  All we ask is that you
can establish a clear benefit to your
business if awarded a grant.

So far, BEST has helped such diverse
companies as holistic massage
businesses and beauty salons through
to takeaways, retail outlets and large
engineering companies.  Even financial
advisors have seen the benefits of
accessing a Grant for Business!

The money comes from Community at
Heart, and BEST has been asked to
administer the fund.  We look after the
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Reaching new or existing small businesses and the self - employed in the Bristol wards of Ashley, Easton and Lawrence Hill
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Editors letter
BEST is looking forward
to a busy summer.  See
pages 4 & 5 for updates
on our two action plans.
We’ve also put together
an events calendar to
keep you up to date 
with all the festivals and
fun days.

We’re delighted to be
working with Silai for
Skills to offer ‘taster’
training sessions for
women (see page 8 for
details).  There’s also
training for artists and
creative businesses coming
up in the Autumn.

Keep in touch on 
916 6421 or email
info@bristoleastsidetraders.co.uk

Editor

Issue 14 July - September

St Marks Road Street Party will
be going ahead on Saturday
21 August, and not 14 August
as reported in the last
newsletter.  We’d like to thank
Neighbourhood Renewal
Community Chest and event
sponsors Job Centre Plus,

Triodos Bank and Specsavers
for helping to fund the event.

There are still a few stall
pitches available for trading
stalls – call Tamsin at BEST on
916 6421 to find out more.

applications process and
encourage people to apply.  A
panel of local businesses meets
regularly to allocate the grants.

With another £30,000 to spend
over the next three years, why wait
to access a grant – imagine what
£500 or even £1,000 could do to
benefit your business!

For more information about Grants
for Business call Matt at BEST on
916 6421.

Party On!

J B Locksmiths started up with a £500 grant
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One-to-one advice and support

We are able to offer you individual advice, information and
support regarding contacts, networking, marketing, work
space, business planning etc. We will refer you to other
agencies for specialist advice where necessary. Sessions are
usually held on a Thursday, but we can be flexible.

Supporting the Creative Industries Seminar

BEST is coordinating this seminar at Kuumba on 30 June.
The aim is to provide a practical networking opportunity 
for arts and enterprise agencies and representatives from 
a number of creative industry groups such as Circus and
Street Art, Jamaica Street Artists, Mivart Street Artists, 
Black Writers Group, and St PaulÕs Unlimited Arts & Culture
Task Force. We hope this will provide an opportunity to
develop more coordinated practical services to the creative
industries and to influence regional and local decision and
policy makers.

Marketing Opportunities

As part of helping to market the arts and creative industries
in the area, we are supporting a number of events, for
example Jamaica Street Artists Open Studios and Mivart
Street Artists Open Studios. If you are involved with any
arts/culture events that aim to promote local artists and

creative industry businesses, give us a call and we may be
able to work with you.

Watershed Trade Fair

This event is taking place in September Ð weÕre looking for
artists and creative businesses who want to have trade
stands. This will be a great marketing, sales and networking
opportunity for 30-40 creative industry businesses in the
inner city. We will be targeting corporate businesses and
other potential buyers in the city to attend the event. 

Christmas Arts & Crafts Shop in Broadmead

We are investigating the possibility of having a temporary
shop in Broadmead where Creative Industry businesses can
sell their work leading up to Christmas. 

Training Sessions and Workshops

BEST is in the process of developing a series of training
opportunities tailored to artists and creative businesses.  
See page 8 for more details.

If you would like to find out more about any of the
above, please contact Ruth at BEST on 916 6421 or
email ruth@bristoleastsidetraders.co.uk.
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BEST is in the process of coordinating a number of projects that are directly benefiting artists and the creative
industries in the inner city. These are as a direct result of recommendations from our Creative Industries Audit 
that we published in 2003. We have been awarded funding from SRB6 to deliver this work between now and
March 2005. 

The Creative Industries Networking Group, CING, has been set up to advise and guide BEST in developing this work
and making sure that we deliver appropriate, practical and useful services. CING is made up of 12 creative
practitioners from the inner city, each representing different parts of the area and varying creative forms. The
members are paid £25 for each monthly meeting they attend. 

If you are an artist or creative industry business in the area, you can benefit from the following:

CreativeGetting Creative


